
Welcoming Message from Ford City Public Library 

We are pleased to announce that on Tuesday, June 23, your Ford City Public Library will 
welcome the public.  We have implemented COVID-19 safety and protective measures that will 
be required of our patrons and staff—such as the wearing of face coverings to enter and while 
in the library, hand sanitizing/hand washing before browsing or computer use, and social 
distancing protocols so that everyone can again enjoy the in-library services that so many of 
you are accustomed to and rely upon. 
 
For the time being, we will be open for limited hours: Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays 
10:00AM-6:00PM.  Tuesdays from 10:00AM-1:00PM will be reserved for our at-risk population, 
and we ask that only those in that group visit the library during that time. 
 
During the time our library was closed for public visits, we were never really “closed”.  Our 
library staff continued to adapt and serve our community in new and creative ways, including: 
 

• Responding to reference calls and emails 

• Hosting virtual programs such as Preschool Story Time and Family Makerspace 

• Wifi for those using our outdoor seating areas and/or parking lot 

• Enhanced digital services available through our website 

• Extending due dates for library materials during the closure.  Patrons did not have to 
worry about returning items or late fees.  As we no longer will be automatically 
renewing items, please return them using our book drop or with our touchless self 
check-in station when the library is open. 

• Offering free library cards and free membership renewals 

• Library Take Out and Grab & Go Craft Bags services 
 
With our library building welcoming the public inside, residents will now also be able to use 
library computers.  However, to promote social distancing, we will only have 2 computers 
available for use by adults for a limited amount of time (we have suspended computer use for 
children and teens at this time).  Our wifi, however, has always been available and will continue 
to be available to all of our patrons. 
 
Other changes to your library include: 
 

• Our children’s play area will be closed. 

• Our teen area will be closed. 

• No in-person programming, however our online programs will continue. 

• No shared gaming, such as the Wii, PS4 and/or board games 

• No gatherings/meetings will be scheduled/permitted. 



• We will be limiting our visitors to 10 at a time to ensure social distancing and ask that all 
visitors limit their time in the library. 

• Our reading room will be closed to the public. 

• All children 12 and under must be accompanied into the library by an adult. 

• For everyone’s protection, all visitors must wear a mask. 

• We will not be participating in interlibrary loan at this time. 

• We will not be taking material donations until further notice. 
 
We are sure that everyone understands that keeping each other safe is a shared responsibility.  
The entry requirements and other safety measures in our reopening plan will take time for all 
of us to get used to.  Although we are open, we do encourage you to continue using our virtual 
and pick up services for your safety and to help us maintain social distancing. 
 
We’re glad to have you back in our library and look forward to continuing to provide access to 
essential information and services for everyone in our community.  Please be aware as the 
COVID-19 guidelines and situation changes, the library will also need to make changes, and we 
will be updating our procedures frequently.  We appreciate your patience as we are working 
hard to bring you the best services as safely as possible. 
 
If you have any questions or need assistance, please call us at 724-763-3591 or email us at 
fordcity@armstronglibraries.org. 
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